Evidentiery Document No. 5217, 
hESTRICTED. Classification changed 
from "COw;FIDENTIAL" to 
St4Té OF wASKINGTON ) "EESTI ICTED" by order 
COUNTY OF PIECE ) ss of the Secretary of 
war by /s/ df Ast eC exing +) 
‘ : Lt. Col., Inf. 


We, James A. hehurria, Josel. holguin, and 
Alphonse CL, (uinones, of Lewful age, being duly sworn, on oath 
depose end say: 


I am lst. Lt. Jemes 4. lichurria, ASN 0-372644, My 
permanent address is 933 Benning Blvc., Columbus, Ga. I was 
captured by the Jerpanese of 3 Merch, 1943, in New Guinea while 
serving with the 90th Eom Group, 5th Air Force. I was taken to 
Rabaul in Ney, 1943, end remained there until l.erch, 1944, when I 
acre to Tunnel hill, where I remained until 7 September, 
1945. 


I am Jose L. Holguin, 2nc. Lt., ASN 0-72838. lhiy 


permanent address is 1448 Court St., Los Angeles, Calif. I was 
captured on 19 July, 1943, at New Biitain while serving with the 
43rd. Bomb Group 5th Air Force. I was first taken to the town of 
Rabaul and in Merch of 1944 was trensferred to Tunnel Hill, where 
I remained until liberated on 7 September, 1945, 


I am Alphonse D. Quinones, 2nd. Lt., ASN 0-748875. 
iy permanent address is 1448 Court St., Los Angeles, Calif. I was 
captured by the Jepanese on habeul, New Britein, on 7 Navember, 1943, 
while serving with the 38th Fighter Squadron, 5th Air Force. I 
was held et the town of hebaul until March, 1944, when I was 
transferred to Tunnel Hill, where I remained until liberated on 7 
September, 1945. 


While at Fabaul we were quartered in a small wood 
building where we slept on the floor. Conditions were very crowded 
end at times it was impossible for all of us to lie down. We 
received about e coffee cup three-fourths full of rice and half a 
cup of soup three times a day. Beating of prisoners was common 
at the camp for the slightest infraction of the rules and many times 
for no reason at all. These beatings were sometimes rather 
severe and Japanese often used bamboo clubs, bayonet cases, belts, 
their fists, and ramrods from their rifles. They also used rifle 
butts, and often when a prisoner was down they would kick him in the 
testicles. Corporel wada was the worst offender in the beating of 
prisoners. Khe was nicknamed "the Bull." ie had no American medical 
officer t:..ere, and the Japanese furnished practically no mecical 
attention. At first there were 64 allied prisoners at the camp. 
Forty of these were reported by the Japanese as having been killed 
by bombing while being transported to another camp. Twelve American 
prisoners of wer end five other American prisoners died in camp from 
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starvation, beri beri, dysentery, combined with lack of medical 
care. There were only six allied prisoners who were alive when the 
camp was liberated on 7 September, 1945. 


The Japenese doctor who was responsible for our 
medicel care was celled "the Butcher." he was a captain, and 
was assigned to the Kempe Tei (i.ilitary Folice detachment). The 
executive officer Metsuta in charge of the camp was a liajor named 
Mazuta. There was a colonel over him who was really the commanding 
officer, but we do not recell his name. We can give no further 
description of rersons responsible for conditions at habaul, and we 
can state no further details concerning the matters described in 
this affidavit. 


/s/ dJemes A iichurria lst. Lieut 
0-372644 


/s/ Jose L. holguin, 2nd. Ltd. A.C. 
0-72838 , 


/s/ ‘Alphonse Di Guinenes, 2nd. Ltd. 
0+748875 


In the yresence of 
/s/ Donald \/. Smith, Agent, SIC 
A CORTIFIED TRUE COFY: 


/s/ Edwin. F,. Svare 
lst. Ltd., Inf. 


RESTRICTED /s/ T.K.C.K. 
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